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Giorgio Marcuzzi (*) 

NEW SPECIES OF TRIENTOMA AND DIASTOLINUS 
(COLEOPTERA TENEBRIONIDAE) FROM CUBA 


I have had the possibility to study a huge series of Tenebrionids 
coming from Cuba, collected by several students, and belonging to Mr. 
Orlando Garrido, La Habana, who kindly sent to me the material for 
classification. Several species are new to science, and the present note is 
devoted to describe those belonging to genus Trientoma and Diastolinus, 
All the holo types are preserved with Garrido’ s collection. All the 
graphic part of the work is due to Mr. Renzo Mazzaro, technician in the 
Department in which the research has been carried out. To him and to 
Mr. Garrido I am deeply obliged. 

Trientoma maisiensis n. sp. 

Small (5 mm), short ovate, moderately convex, only slightly 
shining, piceous (rarely black), mouth parts, antennae and legs fer- 
rugineous. Head tranverse, epistoma and genae at a higher level than 
that of the mandibles; epistoma broad, anteriorly truncate, all upper 
surface furnished with a fine and rather close punctation (Fig. 1). 
Forehead laterally furnished with some almost longitudinal striolae, 
going from the incisure between epistoma and genae up to the vertex, 
though not reaching the hind margin of the head. Antennae rather short 
and thick. VI-VIII articles as wide as long, IX-X transverse, XI very 
small and transverse. Pronotum tranverse, subtrapezoidal, gradually 
narrowed from base to apex; sides almost straight, bent only in the 
anterior third. Base and apex almost truncate; base as wide as that of the 
elytrae. Anterior angles scarcely obtuse and prominent, hind angles 
very obtuse and not prominent. Margin developed along the sides, at 
the base only laterally. Punctation very minute and scarce on the disc, 
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stronger and closer at the sides, where there it is a little aspe- 
rate. Interspaces dull because of the presence of a microscopic strio- 
lation. No trace of scutellum. Elytrae relatively short, with parallel 
sides, following practically the outline of pronotum, narrowed only 
towards the apex. Convex, perfectly smooth. Legs rather short and 
thick; tibiae dilated from base to apex, the anterior ones furnished on 
internal (flexorial) side in the apical half of some setae, scarce and thin; 
on external (extensorial) side furnished with a row of minute, short, 
spinulae from base to apex; ventral surface of legs smooth. Men turn 
very transverse, large, densely and strongly punctured. Prosternum 
closely and strongly punctured. Intercoxal process punctured, with 



Figs. 1, 2, 3 and 4: outline of head and pronotum of Trientoma maisiensis, T. garridoi, 
T. zayasi and T . siboneyensis. 
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a longitudinal furrow, slightly produced posteriorly and steeply de- 
clivous. Meso- and metasternum not very short, furnished with a very 
coarse, rounded, punctation, only the middle part and the hind part of 
metasternum smooth, a little shining. I urosternum in the middle with 
an intercoxal process short and lanceolate, all the surface of urosterna 
smooth, with exception for the last two, very minutely punctured. 

Punta Maisi, Guantanamo, 2.VIII.1981, L. Armas leg. 3 ex.; 
Tortuguilla, Guantanamo, 9. VI. 1980, 1 ex. completely black, a little 
longer (6 mm), with stronger punctation of head. The new species 
seems to be limited to the easternmost part of Cuba. 


Trientoma g a r r i d o i n. sp. 

Large (6,5-7 mm), belonging to rugifrons-ryticephala- group, but 
moderately shining, punctation of pronotum absent on the disc, present 
only at the sides, where punctures are gradually closer, tending to 
confluence. Elytrae with rows of punctures but with no striae; intervals 
smooth; antennae normal (in rugifrons thick). Different from mexicana 
because of general shine and punctation of head. Oblong ovate, 
moderately convex, slightly shining, outline of body almost continuous 
from head to elytral apex; antennae and tarsi brownish-piceous. Head 
not transverse, epistoma well produced anteriorly to genae, narrow, 
situated slightly higher than the mandibles, well separated from genae, 
shining , scarcely but evidently punctured (Fig. 2). Front between the 
genae densely punctured, with some very evident striolae covering all 
surface between epistoma and genae, laterally longitudinal, extended up 
to vertex, gradually convergent towards the middle, and not so extend- 
ed as on the sides. Antennae normal; IX and X articles transverse, XI 
very small. Pronotum transverse, widest near the base, gradually 
narrowed towards the apex. Apex emarginate, base slightly bisinuate, so 
that anterior angles rectangular and little prominent, hind angles 
subacute and rather prominent. A margin is present only along the 
sides; along the base a characteristic furrow is present almost on all its 
extension. Upper surface with a characteristic punctation, a little 
asperate, scarce on the disc (which is shining) gradually closer towards 
the sides, where the punctures tend to confluence in longitudinal sense. 
Elytrae oblong, sides almost parallel in the anterior §, widest between 
half and f of the length, slightly narrowed towards the base, more 
distinctly so towards the apex. Elytrae furnished with evident rows of 
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punctures but no striae. The punctures are fine, rather round, separat- 
ed each from another, much finer towards the base, where they are 
almost obsolete. Intervals smooth and practically flat, only near the apex 
somewhat convex. Legs short, anterior and mid tibiae slightly widened 
from base to apex (in both sexes), furnished on external (extensor ial) 
side with some short, thin spinulae, on the internal ( flexorial) side with 
some spinulae only near the apex, where also two spurs are visible. 
Ventral surface of femurs shining, scarcely punctured, more distinctly 
so on anterior ones. Mentum large, not very transverse, closely 
punctured; prosternum, meso- and metasternum furnished with a very 
strong round and close punctation, particularly close on prosternum, 
where the punctures are almost near one to another. On the meta- 
sternum the punctation is very small on the middle and the hind 
margin. Prosternal process short lanceolate, punctured, posteriorly 
produced, declivous at apex where it is a little uprised as in no other 
species known to the author. Urosterna shining, scarcely and not 
strongly punctured, only the intercoxal process of first urosternum, 
lanceolate, exhibits some coarser punctures. 

Tortuguilla, Guantanamo, 17.IX.1980, 2 ex. (cJ and ?). 

Trientoma z a y a s i n. sp. 

Small (6 mm), black, only the last two articles of antennae and tarsi 
piceous, very convex, subnitidous; oblong, with almost parallel sides 
from pronotum to apex of elytrae. Pronotum only scarcely wider than 
the base of elytrae. Head transverse, epistoma not much produced in 
front of genae, distinctly truncate, practically on the same plane with 
mandibles and genae (Fig. 3). Epistoma minutely and closely punctur- 
ed, forehead strongly and scarcely punctured, some striolae are present 
only laterally, parallel to genae and eyes. Antennae normal, IX-XI 
articles transverse, XI very small. Pronotum very transverse, apex 
scarcely emarginate, base scarcely bisinuate, sides regularly curved 
from base to apex, widest only a little before the base . Both anterior 
and hind angles obtuse and little prominent. Punctation extremely 
minute and scarce on the disc (25 x), more evident and closer at the 
sides. Elytrae (only scarcely narrower than pronotum) with parallel 
sides, scarcely narrowed before the base, gradually narrowed beyond 
§ of their length towards the apex. Perfectly smooth, with no trace of 
striae or of punctures. Mentum large, pentagonal, with a strong and 
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close punctation. Pro- meso- and metasternum shining, with a very 
close, strong round punctation, the punctures on prosternum close one 
to another, only the middle and the hind margin of metasternum 
smooth. Urosterna smooth, rather shining; no trace of wrinkles is 
present. Intercoxal process of first urosternum well developed, oval 
lanceolate. Ventral surface of femurs and tibiae furnished with a scarce 
and fine punctation; tibiae clothed with a golden, short pubescence, 
more evident on the mid ones. 

Tortuguilla, Guantanamo, 24.VI.1978, 1 ex. leg. de Zayas 
(holotypus) 


Trientoma siboneyensis n. sp. 

Small (4,5 mm) short and broad as in no other species of 
Trientoma , little convex, black with the upper surface with a very slight 
metallic lustre, scarcely perceivable. Antennae and legs dark ferru- 
gineous; antennae paler towards the apex. Characteristic because of the 
punctation of pronotum and elytrae. Head transverse, clypeus only 
slightly tridentate, genae large, swollen, well separate from clypeus, 
both strongly and rather densely punctured. Mandibles very large, well 
visible from above. Eyes small, a little transverse, coarsely facetted. 
Antennae thick and short; VI-X articles practically as long as wide, only 
IX-XI definitely wider than the other. Articles clothed with a sparse, 
rather recumbent golden pubescence, somewhat more dense towards 
the apex. Pronotum very transverse, regularly rounded at the sides, 
scarcely sinuate before the apex (Fig. 4). Base distinctly bisinuate, apex 
only scarcely emarginate, so that hind angles completely obtuse, 
anterior angles obtuse but more prominent. All the surface is furnished 
with a punctation, on the disc extremely fine, towards the sides much 
stronger, coarse, with a tendency to confluence. The punctures on the 
sides exhibit each a very minute , scarcely perceivable, pale squamula 
(at a magnification of 40 x) as it never occurs in genus Trientoma . 
A margin is clearly visible all around the pronotum , with an exception 
for the median part of the apex. Elytrae very short, a little ovate, sides 
gently narrowed towards the base, gradually narrowed beyond the 
middle towards the apex. Elytrae furnished on the disc with some rows 
of very fine punctures, at the sides punctato-striate, interstriae slightly 
convex on the disc, very convex towards the sides, the outermost being 
almost rib-like. Intervals very minutely punctured, the punctation more 
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evident on the disc. The coarse punctures of the lateral striae furnished 
with minute, whitish, squamulae, alike to those of the pronotum. 
Ventral surface scarcely but coarsely punctured; urosterna from II 
towards the apex smooth. 

Siboney, S-E Santiago, near the sea, 8.1970 1 $ (holotypus) leg. L. 
de Zayas. 


Diastolinus hernandezi n. sp. 

Small, very convex, slightly nitidous, black, with exception for the 
last three antennal articles, testaceous. Easily recognizable because of 
elytrae wider than pronotum (Fig. 5). Head very transverse, apex 
scarcely emarginate, eyes small, upper surface minutely and scarcely 
punctured. Antennae slender. Pronotum convex both in cranio-caudal 
and in perlateral sense, sides only slightly curved, almost straight in the 
posterior half (or two thirds), gently bent towards the anterior angles, 
so that these are obtuse, the hind ones rectangular and somewhat 
prominent. Apex slightly emarginate, base distinctly bisinuate. A nar- 
row margin is present only on the sides and at the base towards the hind 
angles. Upper surface minutely and rather densely punctured. A de- 
pression is present on both sides of the base. Elytrae ovate, widest near 
the half of the length, narrowed more distinctly towards the apex. Striae 
well incised all over the surface from base to apex, furnished with an 
evident punctation. The punctures are close one to another and 
nitidous. Intervals slightly convex on all the surface, completely 
smooth. Gula smooth and shining, prosternum strongly and closely 
punctured, the intercoxai process broadly ovate, punctured. Meso-and 
metasternum shining, strongly and closely punctured. Urosterna very 
shining, specular, with a scattered but rather strong punctation. Last 
(apparent) urosternum almost smooth. Length: 6 mm. 

Isla de Pinos (o I. de Juventud), Sierra de Caballos, VIII. 1982, leg. 
L.N.Hin 1 $; IV. 1934, L.R. Hernandez 1 $. Holotypus in coll. O. 
Garrido (Cuba). 


Diastolinus armasi n. sp. 

Small (6 mm) convex, obovate, with a very slight shine. Black, tarsi 
and antennae ferrunineous, the latter lighter towards the three last 
segments. Elytrae wider than the pronotum (Fig. 6). Head transverse, 


NEW TRIENTOMA AND DIASTOL1NUS 


73 


anteriorly well emarginate, surface very minutely but closely punc- 
tured, eyes relatively large, antennae short and slender. Pronotum 
convex, especially in perlateral sense, gradually narrowed from base to 
apex. Widest near the basal two thirds, only slightly bent both towards 
apex and base; apex emarginate, base bisinuate, so that anterior angles 
very prominent, subacute, posterior angles rectangular and prominent. 
Upper surface with an extremely minute and scarce punctation, more 
close only towards the sides, recalling a little Diastolinus cubanus mihi. 
Elytrae very convex in perlateral sense, posteriorly steeply declivous. 
Towards the sides and posteriorly gently striato-punctate, smooth on 
the disc (through which it can be easily distinguished from D. cubanus). 
Prosternum minutely and closely punctured, intercoxal process long, 
lanceolate, well produced caudally; meso- and metasternum very short, 



Figs. 5: outline of body of Diastolinus hernandezi\ figs. 6 and 7: outline of head and 
pronotum of D. armasi and D. juraguensis. 
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shining, scarcely punctured. Urosterna shining, intercoxal process of 
the first urosternum smooth, posterior part punctured, all remaining 
urosterna smooth, the first three furnished with weak longitudinal 
wrinkles. 

Arroyo de la Costa, Santiago, 8.XII.1972, leg. L. de Armas, 1 ex. 
$. Holotypus in coll. O. Garrido, Cuba. An antenna is detached from 
the insect. 


Diastolinus caguamensis n.sp. 

It recalls a little D. bahamae mihi and D . striatulus M. & R., but 
elytral striae much finer than in the former and pronotum smooth (in 
D . striatulus punctured). Small, oblong-ovate, convex, dull. Black with 
an exception for the last antennal segments, ferrugineous. Elytrae 
scarcely wider than pronotum. Head transverse, eyes middle sized, 
punctation very minute and scarce. Pronotum not very transverse, with 
the sides regularly though slightly rounded from base to apex, widest at 
the basal third, then bent both cranially and caudally. Apex very 
slightly emarginate, in the middle truncate, base only a little bisinuate, 
so that anterior angles obtuse but evident, hind angles less obtuse and 
less evident. Very narrow margin at sides, apex and base practically not 
margined. Upper surface smooth (low magnification). Elytrae convex 
both in perlateral and cranio-caudal sense, long, with almost parallel 
sides (as in D. striatulus M. & R.) regularly narrowed towards the apex. 
Base only scarcely wider than that of pronotum, truncate. Very finely 
striato-punctate, the striae more evident in the apical half. Interstriae 
flat and smooth on all the surface. Prosternum closely and finely 
puncturecd, intercoxal process broad lanceolate, carinate, well pro- 
duced posteriorly. Meso-and metasternum shining and smooth, uro- 
sterna shining and impunctate, furnished with fine and close lon- 
gitudinal wrinkles. The last (apparent) urosternum finely and scarcely 
punctured. Ventral surface of femurs rather densely punctured. 

Cayo Caguamas, the easternmost islands of the Archipielago de los 
Jardines de la Reina, 20.X.1971, leg. de Armas, 1 ex. $ (?). Holotypus in 
coll. O. Garrido, Cuba. The Cayo Caguamas is distant from the coast 
(Camagiiey) c. 30 km, separated by a sea not deeper than 21m (67 feet 
or 11 fathoms), probably united to the main island of Cuba during 
Glacial Epoch as a consequence of eustathismus. 
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Diastolinus juraguensis n. sp. 

Large (9,5 mm), shorter than elongatus , general shape of D. 
puncticeps. Black, tarsi, palpi and antennae ferrugineous, the last 
antennal segments paler. Upper surface with a characteristic shine. 
Convex, especially in perlateral sense. Head transverse, labrum well 
sclerotized, furnished with a fringe of golden hairs (setae) on its margin. 
Upper surface closely and rather densely punctured. Eyes relatively 
large. Antennae short and slender; the last three articles transverse. 
Pronotum transverse, sides regularly and gently bent from base to apex, 
base much wider than apex, as wide as that of the elitrae (Fig. 7). Apex 
emarginate, base deeply bisinuate, so that anterior angles rectangular 
and prominent, hind angles acute and very prominent. Margin of 
pronotum very wide, with exception for the median part of the apex. 
All surface shows an extremely minute and scarce punctation, a little 
more evident on the sides, with a particular incidence of light (20 x). 
Elytrae long-ovoidal, sides almost parallel in the anterior two thirds, 
very slightly narrowed towards the base, in the last third gradually 
acuminate towards the apex. Punctato-striate, the striae deeper in the 
posterior half; punctures gradually stronger towards the sides, with an 
exception for the apex, where the punctation is very fine. Intervals flat 
on the disc, only slightly convex towards the sides. Prosternum, 
meso-and metasternum shining, scarcely but strongly punctured. Meso 
and metasternum very short. Prosternal process lanceolate, well pro- 
minent in caudal sense. First three urosterna with a small scarce 
punctation mixed to very fine longitudinal wrinkles. Last (apparent) 
urosternum closely and minutely punctured. First pair of femurs rather 
thick, anterior and mid tibiae furnished on external side with some 
short and thick setae. 

Playa Juragua, Ote, XI.197I1, 1 ex. leg. L. de Armas ($, holo- 
typus). 


Diastolinus z ay a si n. sp. 

Large (9 mm), very convex, slightly shining, black with exception 
of the last three antennal segments, testaceous-ferrugineous, recallig 
a little D. minor of Little Cayman. Head transverse, emarginate, eyes 
very small, included within the genae and distant from the margin as in 
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Figs. 8 and 9: outline of head and pronotum of Diastolinus zayasi and D. garciai. 

no other species of the genus. A clypeal suture divides the clypeus from 
the genae more than in the other species of the genus. Upper surface 
densely and rather strongly punctured, interspaces shining. Antennae 
rather small, slender, articles VI-XI a little beads-like. Pronotum 
convex, transverse, narrowed rather gradually from base to apex; sides 
gently and regularly bent. Apex emarginate, in the middle almost 
truncate. Base deeply bisinuate, so that both anterior and hind angles 
subacute and rather prominent. Margin well developed at the sides, 
narrow at the base and almost obsolete in the middle, at the apex 
limited to the sides. Upper surface with a close and minute punctation 
limited to the sides, disc practically smooth (Fig. 8). Elytrae convex as 
pronotum, very slightly wider at the middle of its length, then gradually 
narrowed towards the apex. Scutellum very transverse, short. Upper 
surface of elytrae shining in the <J, rather dull in $. Striatopunctate, 
striae deeper only in the hind portion and towards the sides, punctation 
very fine (especially in $), stronger in the lateral striae and especially 
towards the apex. Interstriae almost flat, near the apex slightly convex 
especially in c?. Anterior and mid tibiae rather thickened from base to 
apex, especially in anterior and mid tarsi in the (J very broad. The 
first three articles of anterior tarsi wider than in other species of the 
genus, with an exception for D. puertoricensis, which seems to have the 
widest anterior tarsi with in all the species of the genus. Prosternum 
closely but not strongly punctured, intercoxal process lanceolate, 
posteriorly steeply declivous, little promitent towards the apex. Meso- 
sternum punctured as metasternum; the latter medially is represented 
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by a shining, perfectly specular, smooth plate. Urosterna shining, three 
first (apparent) sterna with some fine longitudinal wrinkles, the inter- 
coxal process of first urosternum furthermore with a close irregular but 
not strong punctation. Last two urosterna with a close minute puncta- 
tion. 

Tortuguilla (near the sea), South-East of Guantanamo, 24.V.1980, 
1 ex. $ leg. L. B. de Zayas; La Asuncion, Meseta de Maisi (eastern 
extremity of Cuba) 19. IX. 1980, leg. Luz 1 ex. Yumuri, Baracoa, 
20. IX. 1980, 1 ex. $. Species bound to eastern Cuba. 


Diastolinus macamboensis n. sp. 

Middle size (7-7,5 mm), very variable, characteristic because of the 
sides of pronotum rounded as in no other species of the genus, with the 
apex as wide as the base, well separate from the outline of the elytrae. 
Black, with the last three antennal segments ferrugineous . Convex, 
subnitidous (in some specimens slightly shining), glabrous. Head very 
transverse, clypeal suture well visible at the sides; upper surface closely 
and very minutely punctured. Antennae slender. Pronotum as wide as 
elytrae, rounded at the sides, widest in the middle, sides gently bent 
towards both anterior and hind angles. Apex only scarcely emarginate, 
base very slightly bisinuate, so that both anterior and hind angles 
obtuse and not particularly prominent. Surface furnished with an 
extremely minute and scarce punctation, the punctures more evident on 
the sides. Margin evident at the sides and on the base only at the sides. 
Base of pronotum a little wider than that of the elytrae (a quite unusual 
feature in genus Diastolinus ); elytrae oval-elongate, widest near the 
middle, sides almost parallel, scarcely narrowed anteriorly and more 
evidently posteriorly. Convex, finely punctato-striate, the striae more 
incised posteriorly, the punctures a little more evident towards the 
sides. Intervals flat and impunctate. Anterior and mid tibiae (<J) short, 
gradually widened from base to apex, on external margin furnished 
with some very short, thick, blackish spinulae (Fig. 10). Tarsi anterior 
and mid (cj) very broad. Femurs shining, strongly and very closely 
punctured (cJ). Pro- meso- and metasternum shining, closely and 
strongly punctured. Urosterna shining, the first three rather closely and 
strongly punctured in the middle (where they exhibit an excavation (in 
c?), wrinkled at the sides. Last two urosterna furnished only with 
a minute and close punctation. 
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Macambo, ca. 50 km East-Guantanamo, near the sea, 1. XI. 1975, 
leg. Muniz 3 ex.; Tortuguilla, 30 km South-East of Guantanamo, near 
the sea, VI. 1963, 1 ex. leg. Zayas-Valdes and VII. 1963, 1 ex. leg. 
Garcia; Yacabo Abajo, a few km East of Macambo, 17.VII.1971, 1 ex. 
leg. Muniz. The species apparently is confined to South-Eastern part of 




Fig. 10: anterior (left) and mid (right) tibiae of Diastolinus macamboensis ; fig. 11: the 
same as fig. 10 for Diastolinus garciai. 


Diastolinus garridoi n. sp. 

Middle size (6,5-7 mm), very variable, characteristic for the shape 
of pronotum, rounded as in no other species of the genus, with the apex 
as wide as the base, well separated from the outline of elytrae. Black, 
with exception for antennae, ferrugineous, with the last three segments 
reddish-ferrugineous. Convex, rather dull. Head transverse, anteriorly 
emarginate. Eyes small, clypeal suture present at the sides. Upper 
surface furnished with a dense though minute punctation. Antennae 
slender, IX and X segments transverse, XI rounded. Pronotum convex, 
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sides curved from base to apex, widest near the middle. Apex narrowed 
than the base, slightly emarginate, in the middle truncate; base only 
slightly bisinuate, so that anterior and hind angles obtuse and not very 
prominent. Surface furnished with an extremely minute punctation, at 
the sides rather close, on the disc almost absent. Elytrae ovate, scarcely 
wider than the pronotum, widest near the middle. Sides almost parallel, 
gently bent towards the base, gradually narrowed towards the apex. 
Punctato-striate, the striae more incised on the extremity, punctures 
very minute, almost obsolete towards the sides and the apex. Interstriae 
practically flat, only near the apex very slightly convex. Femurs in 
<$ rather thick; anterior and mid tibiae of widened from base to apex 
and somewhat bent (especially the anterior). Hind limbs normal. 
Prosternum closely but minutely punctured, intercoxal process broad, 
lanceolate, declivous posteriorly, where it is somewhat produced. 
Meso-and metasternum shining, closely and rather strongly punctured, 
very short. Urosterna shining, the intercoxal process of first uro- 
sternum scarcely but coarsely punctured; the first urosterna furnished 
with the normal longitudinal wrinkles. The last segments furnished 
only with a close and evident punctation. The first three urosterna 
hollow in the middle ((J). 

Litoral de Marianao (La Habana), 31.V.1981, 4 ex. (1 ex. kept in 
personal collection of the author). 


Diastolinus garciai n. sp. 

Middle size (7 mm), black with exception of the last three antennal 
segments, only a little ferrugineous. Little convex, almost dull, only 
pronotum with a slight shine. Pronotum as wide as elytrae, the latter 
oblong, with almost parallel sides. Head transverse, anteriorly emar- 
ginate, clypeal sutura scarcely visible, surface closely and minutely 
punctured. Antennae slender, little dilated towards the apex. Pronotum 
very transverse, widest at the basal third, sides regularly curved from 
base to apex, the latter only scarcely narrower than the base. Apex 
emarginate (Fig. 9). Base only scarcely bisinuate, so that anterior angles 
obtuse and rather promitent, hind angles obtuse and less prominent. 
Margin extremely narrow, present exclusively at the sides. Surface 
furnished with an extremely minute punctation, more distinct on the 
sides. Base wider than that of the elytrae, in a sense embracing the 
latter. Elytrae rather oblong, sides almost parallel, widest about the 
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basal third, then gently narrowed towards the base and very gradually 
narrowed towards the apex. Finely striato-punctate, both striae and 
punctures less evident at the sides. Intervals flat and impunctate. Legs 
rather thick, surface closely punctured, tibiae clothed with a very dense, 
short, recumbent yellowish pubescence. Anterior and mid tibiae widen- 
ed from base to apex, anterior and mid tarsi (<J) normally dilated (Fig. 
1 1 ). Prosternum minutely and densely punctured, intercoxal process 
lanceolate ovate, steeply declivous and well prolonged caudally. Meso- 
and metasternum short, shining, strongly and closely punctured. 
Urosterna slightly shining, the intercoxal process of the first uroster- 
num scarcely punctured, all the three first urosterna wrinkled longi- 
tudinally. The last two very minutely punctured. 

Tortuguilla, c. 30 km South-East of Guantanamo, near the sea, 
VII. 1965, 1 ex. c? leg. I. Garcia (holotypus, in ’coll. O. Garrido, Cuba). 
Idem, VI. 1965, 1 ex. <$ leg. de Zayas (in personal collection of author). 
Yacabo Abajo (East-Guantanamo), VIII. 8 1,1 ex. leg. O. Muniz. The 
new species can be easily distinguished because of little convex dorsal 
surface, dull aspect, fine elytral striae and thick, strongly punctured 
legs. 

A key for the identification of Cuban species of Trientoma and 
Diastolinus follows. 


Gen. Trientoma Sober 


1 . Larger (6,5-7 mm) 2 

- smaller (4,5-6 mm) 4 


2. Dull, very convex, short, plump, black, last two antennal joints 
brownish-ferrugineous; longitudinal furrows on forehead li- 
mited to the sides, limited to Santiago r area: 
kaszabi Marcuzzi 1985 

— more or less shining 3 

3. Short, upper surface smooth, most of forehead and vertex 

occupied by fine longitudinal furrows. Widely diffused in the 
Island: varvasi Sober 1835 

- oblong ovate, moderately convex, black, antennae brownish- 
piceous. Elytrae with rows of punctures. Guantanamo area: 
garridoi n.sp. 
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4. Very small (4,5 mm), short and broad, little convex, elytrae 

punctate, very slightly metallic, black, antennae dark ferru- 
gineous, towards the apex paler. Santiago area: 
siboneyensis n.sp. 

— larger (5-6 mm), moderately or very convex, elytrae smooth 5 

5. Smaller (5 mm), moderately convex, short ovate, piceous 

(rarely black), antennae ferrugineous. Easternmost part of the 
Isle: maisiensis n.sp. 

- larger (6 mm), very convex, black, only the last two antennal 

joints piceous; oblong, almost parallel sides from pronotum to 
the apex of elytrae. Guantanamo area: zayasi n.sp. 


Gen. Diastolinus Mulsant & Rey 

1. Pronotum regularly arcuate at sides, transverse 2 

— pronotum never regularly arcuate at sides or, if it is arcuate, it 

is well separated in the outline from elytrae 7 

2. Upper surface dull 3 

- upper surface more or less shining 5 

3. Little convex, pronotum with an extremely minute punctation, 
stronger at the sides; legs rather thick, closely punctured, tibiae 
clothed with a very dense, short, recumbent yellowish pube- 


scence; from S-E Cuba (Tortuguilla): garciai n.sp. 

- convex, pronotum smooth 4 

4. Elytrae oblong with parallel sides, striato-punctate though 

finely; Cayo Caguamas, the easternmost island of Archipielago 
Jardines de la Reina: caguamensis n.sp. 

- elytrae short, sides parallel only in the basal two thirds, elytral 
striae very shallow and minutely punctured mesad: 
difficilis Marcuzzi 1976 

5. Little convex, small size (5,6 mm), elytrae strongly punctato- 
striate, interstriae finely punctured: 

waterhousei Mulsant & Rey 1859 

- convex 6 
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6. Elytral striae obsolete; short, pronotum densely and very 
minutely punctured, small size (5,5 mm): 

cubanus Marcuzzi 1962 

— elytrae evidently punctato-striate, large (9,5 mm); from Playa 

Juragua, Santiago: juraguensis n.sp. 

7. Pronotum as long as wide, sides almost straight in the hind 
half, widest in the middle; from Santa Maria, La Habana: 
kaszabi Marcuzzi 1976 

— never these characteristics present together 8 

8. Sides of pronotum perfectly rounded, pronotum well separated 

in the outline from elytrae 9 

— pronotum narrowed from base to apex 10 

9. Upper surface dull, elytral striae well impressed, from La 

Habana: garridoi n.sp. 

— upper surface subnitidous, striae rather shallow; confined to 

S-E Cuba: macamboensis n.sp. 

10. Upper surface dull 11 

— upper surface more or less nitidous 12 

1 1 . Little convex, oblong; punctation of pronotum sparse and 

minute: puncticeps Mulsant & Rey 1859 

— convex, rather ovate; punctation of pronotum extremely mi- 

nute, obsolete on the middle; from Trinidad (montane centro- 
southern part of Cuba): trinitatis Marcuzzi 1976 

12. Elytrae smooth on the disc, gently striato-punctate on the sidex 

and posteriorly; from the region of Santiago: armasi n.sp. 

— never these characteristics together 13 

13. Elytral striae shallow, interstriae smooth; middle size (7 mm); 
from Zapata, Playa Larga (S-W part of the isle): 
bielawskii Marcuzzi 1985 


- elytral striae well impressed 14 

14. Elytrae strongly punctato-striate, interstriae convex, smooth, 
small size (6 mm); from Isla de Pinos (= I. de la Juventud): 
hernandezi n.sp. 

- never these characteristics together 15 

15. Very convex, slightly shining, short ovate, elytrae widest at the 

middle, large (9 mm); Eastern Cuba: zayasi n.sp. 

- little convex, dull, elytrae very long, with parallel sides, large (9 

mm); elongatus Marcuzzi 1976 
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ABSTRACT 

Description of new Neotropical species of two genera, Trientoma and Diastolinus 
(Coleoptera: Tenebrionidae) coming from Cuba is given: Trientoma maisiensis ,T . 
garridoi, T. zayasi T. siboneyensis, Diastolinus hernandezi, D. armasi, D. caguamensis , 
D. juraguensis, D. zayasi, D. macamboensis , D. garrridoi and D. garciai. 


RIASSUNTO 

Sono descritte le seguenti nuove specie di Coleotteri Tenebrionidi appartenenti ai 
generi Triefttoma e Diastolinus provenienti da Cuba: Trientoma maisiensis , T. garridoi, 
T. zayasi T. siboneyensis , Diastolinus hernandezi, D. armasi, D. caguamensis, D. 
juraguensis, D. zayasi, D. macamboensis, D. garrridoi and D. garciai. 


